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NOTE TO THE PROJECT HELPER
What You Should Know About 
Experiential Learning
The information and activities in this book are arranged in a unique, 
experiential fashion (see model). In this way, youth are introduced to 
a particular practice, idea, or piece of information through an opening 
(1) experience. The results of the activity are then recorded in the 
accompanying pages. Youth then take the opportunity to (2) share 
what they did with their project helper, (3) process the experience 
through a series of questions that allow the learner to (4) generalize 
and (5) apply the new knowledge and skill.

Congratulations ! 
A 4-H member has asked you 
to serve as a project helper. 
You may be a parent, relative, 
project leader, friend, club 
advisor, or another individual 
important in the 4-H member’s 
life. Your duties begin with 
helping the youth create and 
carry out a project plan, as 
outlined in the Member Project 
Guide. This is followed by 
helping the youth focus on each 
activity, providing support and 
feedback, and determining what 
was done well, what could 
have been done differently, and 
where to go next.

As a project helper, it is up to 
you to encourage, guide, and 
assist the 4-H member. How 
you choose to be involved helps 
to shape the 4-H member’s life 
skills and knowledge of the art 
and science of collecting.

Your Role as 
Project Helper
• Guide the youth and provide 

support in setting goals and 
completing this project.

• Encourage the youth to apply 
knowledge from this project 
book.

• Serve as a resource person.

• Encourage the youth to go 
beyond the scope of this 4-H 
project book to learn more 
about collecting.

2

Pfeiffer, J.W., and J.E. Jones, Reference Guide to Handbooks and Annuals
© 1983 John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Reprinted with permission of John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
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What You Can Do
• Review the learning outcomes (project skill, 

life skill, educational standard, and success 
indicator) for each activity to understand the 
learning that is taking place. See the inside back 
cover for a summary of the learning outcomes.

• Become familiar with each activity and the 
related background information. Stay ahead of 
the learner by trying out activities beforehand.

• Begin the project by helping the learner 
establish a plan for the project. This is 
accomplished by reviewing the Member Project 
Guide.

• After each activity, conduct a debriefing session 
that allows the learner to answer the review 
questions and share results. This important step 
improves understanding from an experiential 
learning perspective.

• Help the learner celebrate what was done 
well and to see what could be done differently. 
Allow the learner to become better at assessing 
his or her own work.

• In the Member Project Guide, date and initial 
the activities that have been completed.
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MEMBER 
PROJECT GUIDE

Project Guidelines 

Step 1 : Complete all eight activities and  
 the Talking It Over pages. 

Step 2: Take part in at least two  
 learning experiences.

Step 3: Become involved in at least two  
 leadership/citizenship activities.

Step 4: Complete a project review.

4

Thank you for taking the My Favorite Things project! 
Collecting something—ANYthing—is a very human 
activity. You are about to learn how to start and design 
a collection, create a budget, use an inventory, and 
present your collection to others. Collecting is fun, of 
course, and it can be rewarding too.

My Favorite Things is designed for 4-H members 
of all ages who are interested in creating personal 
collections. Among the topics in this book are types of 
collections, the ins and outs of the collecting process, 
and how to best display your collection. Younger 
members may need help from an older youth or adult 
to understand some of the content and activities, like 
setting a budget or keeping inventory records. This 
project can be repeated as long as new skills and a 
new collection are developed each time.

Check your county’s project guidelines (if any) for 
completion requirements in addition to the ones 
below, especially if you plan to prepare an exhibit for 
the fair.

This is the ________(first, second, third, etc.) 
time I have taken this project.
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   Date Project Helper
Activity  Completed Initials

 COLLECT WHAT YOU LOVE

 1. What Is a Collection?

 2. Looking for Themes

 3. Getting Started

 Talking It Over

 COLLECTION RECORDS

 4. How Much Can I Spend?

 5. Keeping Track 

 Talking It Over

 SHOWCASING YOUR COLLECTION

 6. Housing Your Collection

 7. Arranging Your Collection

 8. Presenting Your Work

 Talking It Over

Step 1 :
Project Activities 

Complete all eight activities and the Talking It Over pages. The More 
Challenges activities are optional. When you finish an activity, review your 
work with your project helper. Then ask your project helper to initial and 
date your accomplishment.

5
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  Date Project
Plan to Do What I Did Completed Helper Initials

Demonstration Showed club members and discussed the value 5/5/YR M.T.   of my Star Wars action figures collection

MEMBER 
PROJECT GUIDE
Step 2:  
Learning Experiences 
Learning experiences are meant to complement project activities, 
providing the opportunity for you to do more in subject areas that interest 
you. What are some learning experiences you could do to show the 
interesting things you are learning about? Here are some ideas:

• Attend an antique show or collectors’ convention.

• Attend a conference or lecture related to collecting. 

• Visit a museum or a historic house for a tour.

• Find like-minded collectors in your community and view their 
collections.

• Prepare your own demonstration, illustrated talk, or project exhibit.

• Participate in county judging.

Once you have a few 
ideas, record them here. 
Complete at least two 
learning experiences. 
Then, describe what 
you did in more detail. 
Ask your project helper 
to date and initial in 
the appropriate spaces 
below.

6
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Step 3:  
Leadership and Citizenship Activities 
Choose at least two leadership/citizenship activities from the list below (or create your own) and write 
them in the table below. Record your progress by asking your project helper to initial next to the date 
each one is completed. You may add to or change these activities at any time. Here are some examples of 
leadership/citizenship activities:

• Teach someone about collecting.
• Help another member prepare for his or her project judging.
• Organize a club field trip to a museum or collectibles convention. 
• Organize a collecting event in your area. 
• Encourage someone to enroll in My Favorite Things.
• Arrange for a collector, museum curator, or docent to visit your club.
• Host a workshop to share tips about beginning a collection.
• Plan your own leadership/citizenship activity.

7

  Date Project
Leadership/Citizenship Activity Completed Helper Initials

Organized a club field trip to a flea market. 5/5/YR M.T.
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MEMBER 
PROJECT GUIDE
Step 4:  Project Review 
Completing a project review helps you assess 
your personal growth and evaluate what you have 
learned.

Use this space to write a brief summary of your 
project experience. Be sure to include a statement 
about the skills you have learned and how they 
may be valuable to you in the future.

Now, set up a project evaluation. You can do 
this with your project helper, club leader, or 
another knowledgeable adult. It can be part 
of a club evaluation or it can be part of your 
county’s project judging.

8

SUMMER 2020



9

SUMMER 2020



 ACTIVITY 1:
 WHAT IS A
COLLECTION?

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Project skill: Identifying and exploring different types of collections 

Life skill: Processing information

Educational standard: NS-VA 5-8, 1: Understanding and applying media, techniques, and processes 

Success indicator: Identifies a collection

Project Area: Collect What You Love

More Challenges 
Visit a museum or a  
collectibles convention  
with family or friends. Pay 
attention to the different 
ways items are organized. 
If you are allowed, take 
pictures of what you find. 

Did you know?
Not all collections are made 
up of fine art. A museum in 
Georgia houses a collection 
of lunchboxes.

Suggested Resource
The Smithsonian Center 
for Education and Museum 
Studies has a website called 
Smithsonian Kids Collecting 
that features videos of “Reel 
People” talking about their 
collections. Check it out at 
smithsonianeducation.
org/students/
smithsonian_kids_
collecting/main.html.

Name of collection: 

Location:

Owner: 

Why I like it:

10

Look around your room. What catches your eye? Do you 
see anything you have more than one of? That could be 
the start of a collection!

What to Do 
Find a collection you like. It could be your own or belong to a friend 
or family member. Look in your home, online, in magazines, or in 
your town or neighborhood. Take a photo, make a sketch, or cut out 
an image of the collection and attach it in the space on the next page. 
In the space below, describe the collection and the reason you like it. 
If you repeat this project, use a different collection each time. 
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(draw or attach a picture in the space above)
1 1

Background 
Collecting involves finding, organizing, displaying, and caring for objects. A 
collector may be interested in a particular topic such as stamps, or a more specific 
version of a topic, such as stamps from a certain place or time.

The practice of collecting has existed since ancient times, and each collection tells 
us about the people and society that created it. For example, ancient Egyptians 
collected books from all around the world. The book collection became the 
Library of Alexandria, one of the most famous collections in history, and shows 
that Egyptians cared about words and education. Another example of an early 
group of collectors is the Medici family. Art used to be made only for the church, 
but the Medici family loved art so much that they paid artists for pieces to hang 
in the family home. They were some of the first art collectors. Most of today’s 
famous museums were once wealthy peoples’ private collections.
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THEMES
LOOKINGfor

ACTIVITY 2:

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Project skill: Exploring, identifying, and  
selecting related objects 

Life skill: Thinking critically

Educational standard: NS-VA 5-8, 2: Using  
knowledge of structures and functions

Success indicator: Creates a practice collection

Project Area: Collect What You Love

Collections can be anywhere, not just on shelves or in display 
cases. Anything can become part of a collection. You can 
collect one kind of item, such as thimbles or leaves, or you can 
collect many different items based on a theme. For example, 
a person with a baseball themed collection might have ticket 
stubs, trading cards, signed baseballs, and other memorabilia.

What to Do 
Make a mini collection. Gather three to five objects from around your 
house that have something in common. You can choose different types 
of the same item (such as shells), or you can choose items that share a 
common theme, such as beach glass, seashells, and postcards for making 
a beach collection. Draw the items you gathered or take a picture and 
attach it in the space on the next page. Underneath the image, write 
about how the items are similar, how they are different, and why 
you think they make a collection.

More Challenges 
Memorabilia are objects 
that are connected with 
historical events, culture, or 
entertainment. The objects 
include a variety of items. Make 
a collection of memorabilia and 
share it with your club or your 
friends. 

12

Did you know?
According to the Guinness Book 
of World Records 2013: Gamer’s 
Edition, the biggest collection 
of video game memorabilia 
belongs to a Colorado man 
named Brett Martin. Brett’s 
collection contains over 8,000 
video game items!
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Background 
The relationships, or similarities and differences, between objects are at the heart of a collection. 
Sometimes the relationship may be that all collectibles are the same type of item. You can collect one item, 
like spoons or cups, and still have variety in your collection by focusing on characteristics such as size or 
design. For example, you can find old spoons, new spoons, soup spoons, iced-tea spoons, plain spoons, and 
fancy spoons. Each item is different, but each is part of the same category.

Other relationships can be caused by a theme. A collection with the theme “historic kitchen items” could 
include an apple corer, biscuit cutter, and cast iron pan. All of the items were used in kitchens in the past. 
Even though the items are different, they are joined by their age and use.

Not every collection has an obvious theme. A collection could consist of items connected by source, such 
as all being made by the same company. These types of collections can be interesting because they create 
strange and sometimes surprising relationships between items.

13
(draw or attach a picture in the space above)
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STARTED
GETTING
ACTIVITY 3:

Project Area: Collect What You Love

Now it’s time to start your collection. You will research 
collectibles, choose an item or a theme on which to base your 
collection, and begin gathering items. Take your time when 
deciding what to collect. You will be spending time, energy, 
and resources on this project. Collecting something that you 
find interesting will keep you motivated. 

What to Do 
Brainstorm a list of 10 possible collections that interest you. Write them 
in the space to the right. You can refer to the Collectors’ Favorites list 
on the next page, but come up with at least one item on your own. 
Then choose the five you are most interested in and circle them. 

Now, choose two possibilities from your Top 5 list and learn more about 
them. Use the Internet or go to your local library to search for information 
to fill out the table on the next page. Discuss options with your family 
and project helper and record your final decision on the last line.

1)).

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

14

More Challenges  
Learn as much as you can! 
Repeat this activity with the 
other collection possibilities 
from your Top 5 list. Use the 
chart on the next page to 
compare all five options. Share 
what you learned with a friend, 
family member, or 4-H leader.

Did you know?
In 2006, Munich, Germany, 
hosted an international banana 
sticker convention. Collectors 
from all over the world 
gathered to share and trade 
their stickers. Becky Martz, 
a collector from the United 
States, had over 7,000! 

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Project skill: Researching and planning for  
your collection

Life skill: Making decisions

Educational standard: NS-VA 5-8, 3: Choosing  
and evaluating a range of subject matter,  
symbols, and ideas

Success indicator: Selects an item to collect
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Background 
Why did you decide to start collecting? You may have several reasons.
• For some people, searching for and finding items is exciting. For them, 
 it’s all about the chase! Coin or stamp collecting can be like this.
• Others collect because certain objects are meaningful to them, like 

religious figurines or items related to family history.
• Many people collect to relax. Having and arranging items in 

interesting ways can be calming. Imagine yourself arranging and 
rearranging a sea shell or rock collection. Would you find that 
relaxing?

• Still others collect to make money. They buy items expected to 
increase in value and, if they do, they’re sold for a profit. Be careful 
though—collecting to make money can be risky. What if the items 
don’t increase in value?

• For people who work in museums, collecting is part of the job, 
whether for educational, historical, or cultural reasons. 

There are many more reasons, but no matter why you collect, having 
a genuine interest in the items is essential. Make sure you select items 
you are really excited about.

Already know what you want to collect? Don’t let that keep you from thinking 
about other possibilities. You never know where your interests will lead you!

Collectible Possibility 1 Possibility 2 

What is the price range?

Will you be able to find the object easily? Where?

Are there rare or limited edition items?  

Is it something you can easily store or display?  

What is one interesting fact about the history 
of the item?  

Final item choice:

Collectors’ Favorites
Action figures
Antiques
Arrowheads
Art
Art glass
Atlases and maps
Autographs
Autographed 
   sports balls
Baseball cards
Baskets
Band merchandise
Beads
Belts and buckles
Bonds
Books
Bookmarks
Bottles
Buttons
Cameras
Cartoons
Charm bracelets
Clocks
Coins and tokens
Comic books
Cookie cutters
County fair program 
   books
Decoys
Disney memorabilia 
Dolls and dollhouses
DVDs
Fishing tackle
Firearms
Flags
Fossils
Foreign money
Games
Glass animals
Globes
Hats
Insects
Jars
Jewelry
Jewelry boxes
Key chains
Leaves
License plates
Lunchboxes
Marbles
Matchbooks
Medals and badges
Menus
Minerals
Miniatures

15

Model cars
Model planes
Model ships
Model trucks
Movies 
Movie memorabilia
Mugs
Music boxes
Ornaments
Paper dolls
Paperweights
PEZ dispensers
Photographs
Piggy banks
Plates
Playing cards
Political buttons
Pop cans
Postcards
Posters
Pressed flowers
Quilts
Records
Restaurant toys
Ribbons
Rocks
Salt and pepper 
   shakers 
Seashells
Sheet music
Signs
Snow globes
Souvenirs
Spoons
Sports memorabilia
Stamps
State quarters
Stickers
Stuffed animals
Theater programs
T-shirts
Thimbles
Tickets
Tools
Toy animals
Toy cars
Toy soldiers
Toy tractors
Trading cards
Video games
Video game 
   memorabilia
War memorabilia
Watches
Yo-yos
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Share Think about the collection you found in Activity 1 and the collection you created in Activity 2. 
Which collection do you like more? Why?

Reflect What did you learn while researching your possible collections? How did this help you choose 
what to collect?

Generalize In your own words, explain what makes a group of objects a collection.

Apply Consider what you are learning in school right now. What kind of collection would deepen your 
understanding of that topic or subject area?

16

TALKING ITOVER
SUMMER 2020



CAN I SPEND?
HOW MUCH
ACTIVITY 4:

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Project skill: Researching and planning 
for your collection

Life skill: Managing resources

Educational standard: NS-VA 5-8, 3: 
Choosing and evaluating a range of 
subject matter, symbols, and ideas

Success indicator: Creates and sticks 
to a budget

Project Area: Collection Records

A budget is a plan for how you will spend your 
money. It will help you manage your incoming 
and outgoing funds while you are developing your 
collection. When creating a budget, you should 
decide on a total amount of money you plan to 
spend. Setting a budget and sticking to it helps 
you manage your collection. 

What to Do 
Set a budget for starting or improving your collection this 
year. How are you planning to pay for it? Do you have a job, 
birthday money, or an allowance? You will need to think 
about how much money you have now, how much money 
you may earn, and how much you are willing to spend on 
your collection. Try to think about everything that might cost 
money (such as building a display or paying entrance fees at 
collector conventions). You might want to set a fixed amount 
for each area.

Use the table on the next page to keep track of your income 
and expenses while collecting. Make an entry every time you 
earn or spend money for your collection, and add or subtract 
that amount to get the current balance.

1.  What are your likely sources of 
income?
  
  
  

2. What are likely expenses? What 
kinds of things will you need to spend 
money on? (For more information about 
collection displays, see Activity 8.)

  
  
  

3. Budget (estimate the amount of 
money you will be able to spend on 
this project):

17
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SAMPLE

 ACTIVITY 4: 
HOW MUCH CAN I SPEND?
 SAMPLE Income and Expenses Record

 Name of collection: Spoons

 Description Credit (+) Debit (–) Balance

 Beginning amount $30  $30

 Birthday money $10  $40

 New spoon  $7 $33

 Display box  $15 $18

 Allowance $3  $21

 YOUR Income and Expenses Record

 Name of collection: 

 Description Credit (+) Debit (–) Balance

18
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Project Area: Collection Records

Background 
Don’t get in over your head when collecting items. Make sure you 
set a realistic budget that fits your income or savings. Sometimes 
items may cost more than you expect. Having a clearly defined 
plan can keep your spending in check. If you keep track of costs 
throughout your project you won’t have any surprises.

If you spend too much on an item, make sure you adjust your 
budget and be more careful with your purchases in the future. As 
long as overspending doesn’t become a habit, it might be all right 
to splurge on a special item. 

The best way to make sure you get your money’s worth is to do 
research. When you know more, you improve your chances of 
getting a good deal. Research also helps you discover new places 
to find items. Many collections include items that are purchased 
used. You might find good pieces at flea markets, collector 
conventions, or yard sales. In these situations prices are not always 
fixed and you may be able to negotiate the cost. This can be a fun 
experience, and if you are successful you’ll get a better price. For 
more information and tips, search for “how to haggle” online. 

19

More Challenges 
Find a collector who buys 
and sells collectibles. Ask 
them how they manage 
their budget. Report what 
you find to your club. Feel 
free to adopt tips into your 
own budget management.

Did you know?  
The largest known 
collection of McDonald’s 
Happy Meal toys belonged 
to 11-year-old Luke 
Underwood. His collection 
included over 7,000 pieces 
of memorabilia. In 2009 he 
sold his collection at auction 
for £8,000 (about $16,000). 
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 ACTIVITY 5:

 KEEPING TRACK
Project Area: Collection Records

When a collection travels, someone needs to keep a record of the 
items to make sure they all arrive and return safely. This record is an 
inventory. Just like you must keep track of the money you spend, as 
curator of your collection you must also keep track of your items.

What to Do 
Using this page or pages of your own, create an inventory of your collection. 

Log the items you already have and be sure to fill out a line on the inventory 

sheet each time you add an item to your collection. 

 Item Description Date Cost Condition Location Additional Comments

 Stegosaurus 3/15/XX $5.00 New COSI,  British Museum Collection     Columbus, OH 

20

LEARNING 
OUTCOMES
Project skill: Keeping an 
inventory

Life skill: Being responsible 

Educational standard: NS-VA 
5-8, 6: Making connections 
between visual arts and other 
disciplines

Success indicator: Maintains 
and updates an accurate 
inventory that accounts for all 
collected items
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 Item Description Date Cost Condition Location Additional Comments

21

Did you know? 
The term “mint” came about because factories that produce coins are 
called mints. When collectors want to describe a coin that looks as good 
as it did on the day it was made, they say it is in “mint condition.” In other 
words, the coin is in the same condition as it was the day it left the mint. 
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  ACTIVITY 5: 
 KEEPING TRACK

 Term Definition 

 Condition Quality (what shape the item is in)

 Mint Perfect or near perfect condition

 Good Not perfect condition, but free from small faults

 Fair Some faults present

 Poor Many faults present; damaged item

 Faults Flaws in an item

 IB In box

 HTF Hard to find

 NRFB/P Never removed from box/package

Project Area: Collection Records

Using your inventory record to keep track of the condition of 
your items is important. Checking on the state of your items can 
help prevent damage in the long run. If you keep an eye on each 
item, you can easily catch minor damage before it becomes a 
problem. 

22

More Challenges  
The kinds of information 
included in an inventory 
vary depending on the type 
of collection. For example, 
doll collectors record the 
manufacturer of each doll 
as part of their inventory 
records. Collectors of 
rocks and minerals record 
information about the class, 
luster, and origin of each 
specimen. Find out what kind 
of information and terminology 
is important for the objects 
in your collection. Select at 
least one term to add to your 
inventory records. Record this 
information with each  
new entry. 

Background 
Keeping inventory records is an excellent habit that has lots 
of benefits. Good records show the value and condition of 
all items, and can help you calculate your losses if an item 
goes missing. Your inventory records allow you to easily get 
information. Some people use inventory software on their 
computers. 

As you build your inventory, you should know about quality. The 
terms below are used to describe an item’s condition. Learn 
these, but also find out if there are special terms used for your 
collectibles. 
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Share What do you believe is the most important category of information on your inventory? Why? (If 
you’re repeating the project, do you have a different answer than you did previously? Why or why not?)

Reflect If your collection grows too large, how will you decide what to keep and what to get rid of?

Generalize People make budgets for many different reasons. What are some other situations in which 
you think it would be helpful to create a budget?

Apply What can you do to make sure you stick to your budget? If you’ve done this project before, 
what helped you stick to your budget? Would you do anything differently?

23

TALKING ITOVER
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COLLECTION
HOUSING
ACTIVITY 6:

your

More Challenges
Examples of display 
types are everywhere. 
Look around your 
home or local stores for 
different ways to display 
objects. Take pictures 
and attach them to this 
page or put them into a 
small album to refer to 
later.

Did you know?
In 1910 a woman in 
Shelburne, Vermont, 
started accumulating 
the collections of other 
people and adding 
them to her own. She 
essentially created a 
collection of collections. 
Today the collections 
at the Shelburne 
Museum are housed 
in 39 buildings and 
include everything from 
paintings and quilts to 
toys and hunting items.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Project skill: Planning a collection display

Life skill: Planning and organizing

Educational standard: NS-VA 5-8, 2: Using  
knowledge of structures and functions

Success indicator: Chooses a display and 
demonstrates understanding of the multiple ways 
to house a collection by completing the chart

Project Area: Showcasing Your Collection

It’s time to show off your collection! Housing and displaying your 
collection may not be first on your mind as you are collecting, 
but the time your objects spend on display will be much longer 
than the time you spend searching for them. Take your time and 
select a display type that best suits your collection. 

What to Do 
On the next page, use the word bank to match each collectible with the 
display you think showcases it best. Consider the sizes and shapes of the 
items when making your choice. Finally, conduct research to determine a 
price range for each housing type and write it in the last column. If you are 
repeating this project, generate your own ideas for collectibles instead of 
using the word bank. 
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Shadow box

Binder or album
 

 

Frame
 

Stand

Display case

Background 
It is important to consider your budget and the size 
and/or shape of your collection when choosing a 
display. While a baseball card may be well protected 
in a shadow box, a plastic sleeve housed in a binder 
allows you to see both sides of the card and is 
less expensive. You don’t have to spend money 
on a housing display. It’s possible that you have 
something around your house, like a cabinet or 
shelves, that works to display your collection. When 
choosing a display, ask yourself these questions:
• How much does the display cost?
• Can I afford it?

25
(Use the answer key on page 32 to check your answers.)

• Will the display keep my items safe?
• Is the display visually appealing, or does it take 

away from my collection?
• Can I use something that I already have?

If you display your collection at home you can use 
lighting, room layout, structure, and other features 
of the space to make your display more appealing. 
When museums house temporary collections they 
must alter the display with each new exhibit to 
make sure it looks appealing within the space. This 
is something you may have to do with your project 
if you choose to bring your collection to a fair or 
club meeting.

  Word bank: 
Kind of Display baseball cards, dolls, lapel pins, Price Range
  art, action figures
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COLLECTION
ARRANGING
ACTIVITY 7:

your

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Project skill: Organizing collection items in  
a display

Life skill: Practicing creativity

Educational standard: NS-VA 5-8, 3: Choosing 
and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, 
and ideas

Success indicator: Organizes a collection in 
multiple ways

Project Area: Showcasing Your Collection

Arranging your items is just as important as choosing a 
housing display. The way you arrange your objects allows 
you to highlight certain items or characteristics. You can 
also position items to hide flaws. The arrangement style is 
a way to visually represent how you see your collection and 
what it means to you.

What to Do 
Arrange your items in three different ways. For example, three ways 
might be by alphabetical order, by object age, or by color. Use the 
space on the next page to sketch (use color if you organize your items 
by colors) or attach photographs of each organizational style. Decide 
which you like best, and use that style to arrange your collection. 

Did you know?
Curiosity cabinets, also known as curio cabinets or wunderkammern 
(German for “cabinets of wonder”) emerged in the 1500s and were 
used to display curios, objects that are unusual, rare, or of curiosity. 
These cabinets were usually kept in the living room with the purpose 
of showcasing the “curiosities” to friends and guests. Today they are 
considered the precursor to the modern-day museum. 
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More Challenges 
The elements and 
principles of art and design 
are the building blocks of 
art. Knowing these can help 
you make aesthetically 
pleasing decisions as you 
arrange your collection. 
Choose three elements 
or principles of design—
unity/harmony, balance, 
contrast, repetition, 
emphasis, proportion, 
rhythm, movement, line, 
shape, color, value, texture, 
and space. Look up their 
definitions and use your 
collection to create a 
different arrangement for 
each one. Sketch or find a  
picture of each arrangement  
and attach it to this page. 
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(attach or draw three organizational styles)

Background 
Handling refers to any special care an item might need when it is being 
touched or moved. Some items are delicate and can be easily damaged 
and therefore require special handling. Keep this in mind as you set up and 
arrange your display. Here are some examples of special handling:
• Vintage posters and photographs can fade from overexposure to sunlight.
• Leaves and other natural collections become brittle with age and easily 

crumble or tear.
• Oils from your fingertips can damage books and significantly affect the 

value of coins.
Find out if your items require special attention or equipment when they are 
moved, touched, or displayed. Knowing whether or not you need gloves, 
UV glass, or other special tools to care for your collectibles ensures your 
collection is protected and will last.  
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YOUR WORK
PRESENTING
ACTIVITY 8:

Project Area: Showcasing Your Collection

You worked hard to develop your collection. Now, present 
your project in a way that showcases all you’ve done. 
Explaining the steps you took to create your collection 
and sharing some details about your favorite pieces is a 
good way to figure out what your collection means to you. 
Remember, each collection has a story and the story behind 
your objects is unique. 

What to Do 
Present your collection to an advisor, family member, or older club 
member. Use the questions below as a guide to help you prepare what to 
share. Answer only those questions that add to your collection’s story. After 
your presentation, ask for feedback. Where did you do well? What could 
you work on?

Share your process of collecting:
• Why did you choose to collect your particular items or theme?
• What was it like making and keeping a budget?
• What type of display did you choose? Why?
• Do you have a special way of arranging or organizing your collection?
• How did you keep track of your collection as it grew?
• Did you visit any new places or meet any interesting people as your 

collection developed?
• What did you learn about collections from your project?

Don’t forget to talk about the collection itself!
• Describe your objects.
• Where can you find them?
• Do they have any historical significance?
• Do you have any examples that are rare or unusual? 
• Do you have a favorite object? Explain.

28

SUMMER 2020



LEARNING OUTCOMES
Project skill: Presenting information to a 
group

Life skill: Communication

Educational standard: NS-VA 5-8, 2: Using 
knowledge of structures and functions

Success indicator: Creates a presentation 
and shares it with others

Background 
Whether you collect as a hobby, for profit, or as part of your job, it’s 
necessary to communicate information about your collection. For 
that reason, you need to know your audience. Are you sharing your 
collection with students or adults? Does your audience know about 
collecting? Do they know about your topic? Understanding your 
audience helps you decide what to share and how to share it.

If you are interested in buying or selling collectibles, successful 
communication can make a transaction run smoothly. A potential buyer 
is more likely to trust a person who can show their knowledge of an 
item. Also, sellers may be more likely to part with a valuable item if 
the buyer can communicate how to take care of it. Communication is 
very important in the collecting world. One of the responsibilities of 
a museum docent is to share information about the collections. Can 
you imagine what a museum tour would be like if the docent couldn’t 
answer any questions?
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More Challenges 
Create a visual 
representation of 
the information you 
presented about your 
collection. It could be a 
poster, blog, notebook, 
scrapbook or any type 
of format you choose. 
Make sure it contains 
information about each 
step of the collecting 
process.

Did you know?
George Washington 
collected books. He had 
over 1,000 in his library.
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Share How did the different organizational styles change the way your collection looked?

Reflect In your opinion, what was the most interesting part of your presentation? Were there  
any surprises?

Generalize Think of another time you had to present information. How was this similar to or different  
from other presentations you have given? 

Apply Think of a store you often visit. How do they organize and display their items? 

30

TALKING ITOVER
SUMMER 2020



Glossary

aesthetically. 
Of or concerning the appreciation of beauty or 
good taste

balance. 
The amount available in an account after income 
and expenses are included

budget. 
An estimate of income and expenses for a given 
period of time

collectibles. 
Items less than 100 years old

condition. 
The shape that a collectible item is in; its state of 
existence

curator. 
A person who manages or oversees, as the 
administrative director of a collection or library 
(from thefreedictionary.com/curator)

curio. 
An object that is unusual, rare, or of curiosity 

docent. 
A lecturer or tour guide in a museum or cathedral

expense. 
A cost

handling. 
Any special care an item might need when it is 
being handled

income. 
A gain

inventory. 
A detailed, itemized list, report, or record of things 
in one’s possession, especially a periodic survey of 
all goods and materials in stock

limited edition. 
An item of which only a certain amount was made

memorabilia. 
Objects valued for their connection with  
historical events, culture, or entertainment  
(from thefreedictionary.com/memorabilia)

negotiate. 
To arrange or settle by discussion and mutual 
agreement

rare. 
Uncommon, hard to find

theme. 
A recurring idea or one that is the overall idea

transaction. 
Buying or selling something, a business deal
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    Word bank: 
  Kind of Display  baseball cards, dolls, lapel pins,   Price Range* (as of 2013)
    art, action figures

 Shadow box  pins  $8–$280

 Binder or album baseball cards  $1–$36

 Frame  art work  $3–$280

 Stand  dolls  $2.75–$23

 Display case  action figures  $14–$180

Answer Key

Activity 6 

* Price range information taken from Google Shopping.
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Processing
information

Thinking
critically

Making
decisions

Managing
resources

Being 
responsible

Planning and
organizing

Practicing
creativity

Communication

Identifying and 
exploring different 
types of collections

Exploring, identifying, 
and selecting related 
objects

Researching and 
planning for your 
collection

Researching and 
planning for your 
collection 

Keeping an inventory

Planning a collection 
display

Organizing collection 
items in a display

Presenting 
information to a 
group

NS-VA 5-8, 1: Understanding 
and applying media, 
techniques, and processes 

NS-VA 5-8, 2: Using 
knowledge of structures and 
functions

NS-VA 5-8, 3: Choosing and 
evaluating a range of subject 
matter, symbols, and ideas

NS-VA 5-8, 3: Choosing and 
evaluating a range of subject 
matter, symbols, and ideas

NS-VA 5-8, 6: Making 
connections between visual 
arts and other disciplines

NS-VA 5-8, 2: Using 
knowledge of structures and 
functions

NS-VA 5-8, 3: Choosing and 
evaluating a range of subject 
matter, symbols, and ideas

NS-VA 5-8, 2: Using 
knowledge of structures and 
functions

Summary of Learning Outcomes

* The visual arts standards cited here are part of the National Standards for Art Education developed by the Consortium of 
National Arts Education Associations. They are available in their entirety at educationworld.com. 

1. What Is a 
Collection?

2. Looking for
Themes

3. Getting
Started

4. How Much
Can I Spend?

5. Keeping
Track

6. Housing 
Your Collection

7. Arranging
Your Collection

8. Presenting
Your Work  

Identifies a collection

Creates a practice 
collection

Selects an item to collect

Creates and sticks to a 
budget

Maintains and updates 
an accurate inventory 
that accounts for all 
collected items

Chooses a display 
and demonstrates 
understanding of the 
multiple ways to house a 
collection by completing 
the chart

Organizes a collection in 
multiple ways

Creates a presentation 
and shares it with others

 Activity Project Skill Life Skill Educational Standard* Success Indicator

Collect What You Love

Collection Records

Showcasing Your Collection
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Additional copies of this book and other Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth 
Development publications are available through local OSU Extension offices and online at 
estore.osu-extension.org. Ohio residents get the best price when they order 
and pick up their purchases through local Extension offices.

ohio4h.org

The 4-H Pledge
I pledge  
My head to clearer thinking,  
My heart to greater loyalty,
My hands to larger service, and  
My health to better living,
For my club, my community,  
my country and my world.
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